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Divorce Lawyers at Work 
Varieties of Professionalism in Practice 
Lynn Mather, Craig A. McEwen & Richard J. Maiman 
 
How do lawyers think about and make the important 
decisions that constitute the day-to-day practice of 
law? This book explores that question through an 
extensive empirical study of lawyers practicing 
divorce law in New England. The authors emphasize 
the importance of “collegial control” in shaping 
lawyers' decisions and identify a variety of 
“communities of practice” that serve as key agents of 
that control. Offering a new understanding of the 
nature of lawyers’ work in divorce law as well as a new 
perspective on legal professionalism, this book is 
required reading for scholars, students, and 
practitioners. 
 
 
 
 
 

An outstanding contribution to our understanding of the effects of context on lawyers' practice.” 
—Buffalo Law Review 
 
“This book adds significant insights into the body of knowledge about how lawyers are influenced by one another 
through different communities of legal practice. It will become a classic 'must read' for all students of professionalism 
and socio-legal scholarship.” 
—Canadian Journal of Law and Society 
 
“All in all, this book deserves wide readership among all sociologists with an interest in professional work, not just those 
with a specialist concern for law and lawyering.”  
—American Journal of Sociology 
 
“This is a fine book. It is clearly written, concise, and packed with useful insights into the professional life and values of 
practitioners of divorce law. It deserves to be read by scholars of family law and by sociologists of work and the 
professions.”  
—Contemporary Sociology 
 
“Divorce Lawyers at Work offers a rich, vivid account of the changing nature of family law practice. It will be 
invaluable to those interested in understanding the legal profession and the operation of the legal system, warts and all, 
in one of the most emotionally fraught legal arenas. It also would be an excellent companion to anyone suffering the 
travails of divorce--and an accurate (if sometimes unflattering) mirror of the lawyers who represent them.”  
—Richard E. Abel, Connell Professor of Law, UCLA 
 
“Mather, McEwen, and Maiman have written an invaluable book for scholars and practitioners alike. Everyday, 
divorce lawyers face conflicts about how to balance contending demands from clients, colleagues, and courts. In this 
thoughtful, probing, and important book, the authors demonstrate that the norms of professional collegiality are alive 
and well—if in multiple and complicated ways.”  
—Carroll Seron, author of The Business of Practicing Law: The Work Lives of Solo and Small-Firm Attorneys 
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