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UB Asian Studies Program and Baldy Center to Host Expert on Criminal Justice in China

Buffalo, N.Y. - The field of criminal justice is dense with symbolism. Public sentencing rallies, perp walks, slogans, and other expressive practices exist in a context otherwise marked by concerns about efficiency, and by the law´s instrumental rationality. 
Studies of China’s criminal justice system have emphasized efficiency and rationality, while expressive practices have been mostly seen as lingering examples of pre-modern governance. 
Dr. Flora Sapio of the Centre for Rights and Justice, Chinese University of Hong Kong, will examine the continued importance of expressive practices to criminal justice outcomes in China this coming Friday, October 7, at the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy. Dr. Sapio’s presentation, “Finding a New Foundation for Justice in China,” will take place 12:00-1:30pm in the Cellino and Barnes Conference Center, 509 O’Brian Hall, UB North Campus. The presentation is free and open to the public, with lunch provided.
Dr. Sapio will discuss the ways in which political-legal slogans translate into action and produce legal effects. This dynamic was visible, for example, in the working of the notorious slogan “leniency for those who confess, severity for those who resist confession.” As a performative utterance, “leniency for those who confess” affected the bodies and minds of alleged offenders. Pronouncing what was nothing less than a presumption of guilt and depriving criminal suspects of their right to silence had tangible legal consequences. 
As the slogan changed, the political struggle over the meaning of a “new” slogan—“tempering leniency with severity”—gave way to further reforms in criminal justice. By tracing the genesis of “tempering leniency with severity” and examining its usage in contemporary China, Sapio will examine how the “new” slogan fulfills a key symbolic function. 
Sapio will argue that “tempering leniency with severity” points to something beyond the domain of criminal and criminal procedure law. Its most basic foundation lies in Justice, and in attempts to ground élite conceptions of Justice in classical political thought rather than in Revolutionary ethics. 
Sapio is a visiting fellow at the Centre for Rights and Justice, Faculty of Law, Chinese University of Hong Kong. She has lectured in China and Europe on topics related to criminal justice, administrative and extralegal detention, torture, and public order management. She is the author of Sovereign Power and the Law in China (Brill 2010). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sapio’s talk is a special presentation in the UB Asian Studies Program’s Asia at Noon forum, cosponsored by the Baldy Center for Law and Social Policy of the UB Law School. For more information, contact asian-studies@buffalo.edu or call (716) 645-0763.
