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Biographies 
 

Our Panelists 
 
Hon. Shirley Troutman   
Associate Judge, New York State Court of Appeals 

Hon. Shirley Troutman, Associate Judge of the New York State Court of Appeals, was born in 
Fort Valley, Georgia. She was raised in Buffalo, New York where she attended public schools. In 
1982 she received a Bachelor of Arts in Business Administration from the State University of 
New York at Buffalo. She received her law degree from Albany Law School in 1985 and was 
admitted to the New York State Bar in 1986. 
 
She began her legal career as an Assistant District Attorney in Erie County, New York. 
Thereafter, she served as an Assistant Attorney General, and as an Assistant United States 
Attorney. In those positions, she represented the state of New York and the United States of 
America in civil litigation matters. She has also served as an adjunct professor at the University 
at Buffalo School of Law. 
 
In 1994, Judge Troutman was appointed by Mayor Anthony Masiello to serve as a judge for the 
Buffalo City Court. In November of that year she was elected to a full ten-year term. In 2002, 
she was elected to the Erie County Court where she served until her election to New York State 
Supreme Court in 2009. In 2006, she was designated by Governor Andrew Cuomo to serve on 
the Supreme Court of the State of New York, Appellate Division Fourth Judicial Department. 
 
In November of 2021, Judge Troutman was nominated by Governor Kathy Hochul to serve on 
the New York State Court of Appeals. She has served as co-chair of the Franklin H. Williams 
Judicial Commission, President of the New York Chapter of the National Association of Women 
Judges, a member of the Advisory Committee on Judicial Ethics, and a member of the Ethics 
Commission of the New York State Unified Court System. She has also been an active member 
of many bar associations. 
 

Hon. Lawrence J. Vilardo 
United States District Judge, Western District of New York 

Hon. Lawrence J. Vilardo is a United States District Judge for the Western District of New York. 
On the recommendation of United States Senator Charles E. Schumer, President Barack Obama 
nominated him to the bench on February 4, 2015. On October 26, 2015, he was unanimously 
confirmed by the Senate, and he took office on October 30, 2015.  
 
Judge Vilardo is a graduate of Canisius College, summa cum laude, and of Harvard Law School, 
magna cum laude. He was an editor and Officer-at-Large: Assistant to the President of the 
Harvard Law Review, and he is one of the authors of Developments in the Law—Corporate 
Crime: Regulating Corporate Behavior Through Criminal Sanctions, 92 HARV. L. REV. 1227 
(1979). In 2019, he was awarded the degree of Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, from 
Canisius College.  



 
Prior to his appointment and confirmation, Judge Vilardo was a founding partner of Connors & 
Vilardo, now Connors LLP, a boutique litigation firm in Buffalo, New York. Before that, he was 
an associate at Damon, Morey, Sawyer & Moot, now Barclay Damon LLP.  
 
Judge Vilardo began his legal career as clerk to the Honorable Irving L. Goldberg, United States 
Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit, in Dallas, Texas. Together with his co-clerk, Howard W. 
Gutman, he has written two articles about Judge Goldberg: The Honorable Irving L. Goldberg: A 
Place in History, 49 SMU L. REV. 1 (1995), and With Justice From One: Interview with Hon. Irving 
L. Goldberg, 17 LITIGATION, no. 3, 1991.  
 
After a decade as an Associate Editor and two years as Executive Editor, Judge Vilardo served a 
two-year term as Editor-in-Chief of the American Bar Association’s Litigation journal. He then 
served a three-year term as a member of the Council of the American Bar Association Section of 
Litigation and a one-year term as Co-Director of the Publication Division for the ABA Litigation 
Section. He has written or co-authored several articles, including: Where Did the Zeal Go?, 38 
LITIGATION, no. 1, 2011; Representing Lawyers, 32 LITIGATION, no. 4, 2006; Communicating 
With Clients, 27 LITIGATION, no. 3, 2001; and Taking Care of the Doctor, 21 LITIGATION, no. 3, 
1995. He also has written the Commentary for New York Civil Practice Law and Rules § 3101 
(Discovery) for New York Consolidated Laws Service (CLS).  
 
Judge Vilardo was the first lawyer practicing in Buffalo to be inducted into the invitation-only 
American Academy of Appellate Lawyers. He has been listed in Best Lawyers in America, New 
York Super Lawyers—Top 10 in Western New York, Who’s Who in American Law, Who’s Who in 
American Education, and Who’s Who in Law—Western New York.  
 
Judge Vilardo has taught Constitutional Law at Canisius College and Appellate Practice at the 
State University of New York at Buffalo School of Law. He has lectured on legal ethics, appellate 
practice, attorney-client privilege, civil procedure, and other topics before meetings of the New 
York State Bar Association, Erie County Bar Association, National Federation of Paralegal 
Associations, and Western New York Paralegal Association.  
 
Our Moderator 

Hon. Amy C. Martoche ’99  
New York State Supreme Court Justice, Eighth Judicial District 

Hon. Amy C. Martoche is a New York State Supreme Court Justice who was elected in 
November of 2020. Currently, she presides over civil and criminal matters in Erie and Niagara 
Counties. Before she was elected to Supreme Court, she was a Buffalo City Court judge where 
she founded and presided over the Human Trafficking Intervention HUB Court from its 
inception in 2013 until she started in her new role in the Supreme Court. While she served in 
Buffalo City Court, she also presided over the Domestic Violence Part, where she 
adjudicated more than 8,000 cases. 
 
Mayor Byron Brown appointed Justice Martoche to the bench in 2011 and she was 
subsequently elected to a ten-year term. Before she became a judge, she was a partner at the 
law firm of Connors & Vilardo, LLP, where she worked from 2001 to 2011; her practice there 
focused on civil litigation, professional defense, and white-collar criminal defense. Before 



coming back to Buffalo for good, Justice Martoche worked at a large law firm in Washington, DC 
and before that served as a confidential law clerk to the Hon. Frederick J. Scullin, Jr. (N.D.N.Y.). 
 
Justice Martoche received her B.S. from Cornell University’s School of Industrial and Labor 
Relations. After completing her undergraduate degree, she spent three years in rural Louisiana 
as a teacher, corps member, and program director with the Teach for America program. She is a 
proud graduate of the University at Buffalo School of Law. 
 



Materials Included 
 

 
Back to Basics:  Starting on the Right Foot: Effective Opening Statements written by Mark L.D. Wawro, 
published in Litigation Fall 1998, Volume 25, Number 1, pages 10-19 

©1998 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association.  

 

Closing Argument:  A String of Pearls written by Patricia Lee Refo, published in Litigation Fall 1998, 
Volume 25, Number 1, pages 37-41, 69-70 

©1998 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association.  

 

Appeals:  The Classic Guide written by William Pannill, published in Litigation Winter 1999, Volume 25, 
Number 2, pages 6-11, 61 

©1999 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association. 

 

Oral Argument:  The Continuing Conversation written by Talbot D’Alemberte, published in Litigation 
Winter 1999, Volume 25, Number 2, pages 12-15, 67 

©1999 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association.  

 

Perspective:  The Trial Lawyer written by David Berg, published in Litigation Spring 2000, Volume 26, 
Number 3, pages 6-15 

©2000 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association.  

 

An Interview with Judge Lawrence J. Vilardo written by Ashish Joshi, published in Litigation Journal 
Spring 2023, Volume 49, Number 4, pages 51-55 
 
©2023 by the American Bar Association. Reprinted with permission. All rights reserved. This information or any 
portion thereof may not be copied or disseminated in any form or by any means or stored in an electronic 
database or retrieval system without the express written consent of the American Bar Association. 
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