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      MAKAU MUTUA      

SUNY Distinguished Professor   

Margaret W. Wong Professor 

University at Buffalo Law School   

The State University of New York 

626 John Lord O’Brian Hall 

Buffalo, New York 14260   

   

EDUCATION   

   

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL Cambridge   

       Doctor of Juridical Science (SJD) June 1987   

      Student Representative Doctoral Candidates 1986-87   

    Associate Center for International Affairs 1985-86 Master of 

Laws (LLM) June 1985   

   

UNIVERSITY OF DAR-ES-SALAAM Tanzania   

Master of Laws 1984   

Bachelor of Laws (Honors) 1983   

   

UNIVERSITY OF NAIROBI Kenya   

Faculty of Law 1979-81   

Finalist Moot Court Competition 1980   

Secretary General University of Nairobi Students Union 1981   

   

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS   

   

STATE UNIVERSITY OF NEW YORK AT BUFFALO LAW SCHOOL   

            Margaret W. Wong Professor since June 2020      

     Dean December May 2008-December 2014  

Interim Dean December 2007-May 2008 

SUNY Distinguished Professor since March 2007  

Floyd H. & Hilda L. Hurst Faculty Scholar 2006-2020  

Professor since 1999   

Associate Professor 1996-99   

Teaches International Human Rights Law, International Law, International 

Business Transactions, Enforcement of International Law, Problems of 

International Human Rights Practice, International Law Colloquium, 
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Directed Readings in International Law, and Gender, Culture, and Human 

Rights.  Initiated and directs the International Law Concentration.   

   

HUMAN RIGHTS CENTER SUNY Buffalo Law School   

Director 1996-2009   

Conceptualizes, directs, and executes research projects; organizes 

conferences and workshops; directs internship program; develops links 

with academic institutions, foundations, and NGOs.   

   

UNIVERSITY OF PRETORIA, Centre for Human Rights, Pretoria, South Africa 

 Visiting Professor, May 2017, February 2018, February 2019, February 2020 

Taught in LLM/MPhil Human Rights and Democratization in Africa 

Program. 

 

INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT LAW ORGANIZATION, Rome, Italy  

Scholar-in-Residence/Senior Advisor to Director-General February- 

September 2015.  

  

ADDIS ABABA UNIVERSITY, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 

Visiting Professor, Center for Human Rights, July 2012 

Human rights for doctoral candidates.   

      

UNIVERSITY OF DEUSTO Bilbao, Spain      

 Visiting Professor February 2009     

 Human Rights Challenges in Africa.   

      

   UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY FOR PEACE Costa Rica   

Visiting Professor April 2015; February-March 2007; February-March 2006; 

February 2005.   

Human Rights (Religion, Gender, and Human Rights; The African Regional 

Human Rights System; Transitional Justice).   

            

UNIVERSITY OF PUERTO RICO SCHOOL OF LAW San Juan   

      Visiting Professor Summer 1995; Summer 2001; Summer 2012   

International Protection of Human Rights; International Law and Human 

Rights.   

   

   UNIVERSITY OF IOWA COLLEGE OF LAW Iowa City   

Visiting Professor Summer 2000   
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International Trade: Basic Norms and Regulation.   

   

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL Cambridge, MA   

Visiting Professor Spring 1999   

Taught Human Rights and International Law, and Third World 

Approaches to International Law.  Second Reader, Doctor of Juridical 

Science (SJD) dissertation. Supervisor, third year (JD) papers.   

   

   HARVARD LAW SCHOOL Cambridge, MA   

     Human Rights Program   

     Associate Director 1991-96   

Led academic activities and exercised overall responsibility over Program 

staff and offices. Presided over Program’s colloquium; helped in teaching 

courses and seminars; wrote numerous scholarly and analytical articles in 

law reviews, journals, and magazines; wrote and edited booklets and 

reports; designed and directed research projects in human rights by 

students and visiting fellows; placed law student interns in the U.S. and 

abroad; and developed links with NGOs, academic programs in human 

rights at other universities, international institutions, the media, and 

foundations.   

   

   UNIVERSITY OF DAR-ES-SALAAM Tanzania   

Lecturer in Law 1983-84   

Taught International Trade and Investment, and Legal Methods and 

Systems.   

   

LEGAL EXPERIENCE   

   

   THE WORLD BANK, Washington DC   

               September 2015-September 2016   

      Human Rights Advisor, Global Practice, Governance Department   

      Develop human rights policy for the World Bank   

   

LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS New York   

Director Africa Project 1989 - 1991      

Directed and developed the Africa Project; conducted fact-finding 

missions abroad; wrote human rights reports; dealt with 

governments and the US Congress and Administration; wrote 
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funding proposals and developed contacts with funding agencies; 

spoke at public fora; and informed the media.   

   

Attorney Political Asylum Project September-December 1988   

                                    

WHITE & CASE New York   

  Associate Corporations Department 1987-88   

                        Corporate and commercial law: equipment leasing, loan agreements,  

licensing, sales agreements and distributorship contracts.    

   

LITVIN, BLUMBERG, MATUSOW, & YOUNG Philadelphia   

Legal Advisor Fall 1986   

Researched and wrote memoranda on employer-employee relationships.   

         

TRANSAFRICA Washington DC   

Ferguson Fellow Summer 1986   

Harvard Law School Human Rights Program internship.   

   

INTERNATIONAL HUMAN RIGHTS LAW GROUP Washington DC   

Ferguson Fellow Summer 1985   

Harvard Law School Human Rights Program internship.   

   

BAR ADMISSION   

   

Member of the Bar of the State of New York, Admitted June 29, 1988   

   

RESEARCH GRANTS   

   

Ford Foundation (jointly with Mazingira Institute) $100,000 grant to organize 

regional conference on human rights in East Africa, October 9-10, 2004, and to edit 

a book on the subject.   

   

Ford Foundation Grant, $55,000, to research and write Kenya’s Quest for 

Democracy: Taming Leviathan, 2003-2004.   

   

Ford Foundation Grant, $50,000, for research on comparative constitutionalism, 

sabbatical year 2002-2003, Nairobi, Kenya [Scholar-in-Residence, Kenya Human 

Rights Commission].   
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Magavern Summer Faculty Fellowship, SUNY-Buffalo Law School, 2002.   

   

AWARDS AND HONORS   

   

Certificate of Recognition [Invaluable Role as an Accomplished Scholar, Role 

Model, and Mentor to Aspiring Scholars from the Republic of Kenya and Beyond], 

Kenya Scholars and Studies Association (KESSA), Atlanta, Georgia, September 8, 

2017. 

 

Certificate of Appreciation [Keynote Speaker], Kenya Scholars and Studies 

Association (KESSA), Atlanta, Georgia, September 8, 2017. 

 

Distinguished Africanist Award, New York African Studies Association, 40th 

Annual Conference, Union College/Albany Law School, New York, April 4, 2015.   

   

Education Award, City of Buffalo [Mayor Byron W. Brown], Black History Month 

[Civil Rights in America: 50th Anniversary of the Civil Rights Act], February 11, 

2014.   

   

Business First Power 250 [250 Most Influential People in Western New York], 

Buffalo Business First, Ranked at No. 91, February 6, 2014.   

   

2014 Lawyers of Color Third Annual Power List, February 2014.   

   

Named to 2103 Business First Western New York Legal Elite, Buffalo Business 

First, September 2013, see 

http://www.bizjournals.com/buffalo/blog/buffalolawjournal/2013/09/introd

ucing-the-first-members-of-our.html.   

   

Top  100  Most  Influential  People  in  Kenya  [ranked  at  78],  see 

http://trulykenyan.com/top-100-kenyans/.   

   

Business First Power 200 [200 Most Influential People in Western New York], 

Buffalo Business First, February 8, 2013.   

   

Mwongozi (Leadership) Award, Kenya National Gay and Lesbian Human Rights 

Commission, December 15, 2012, Nairobi, Kenya.   
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Named to the 2012, 2013 100 Most Influential Black Lawyers in the Nation, The 

Power 100 Special Edition, On Being a Black Lawyer (OBABL),  See 

http://www.obabl.com/power100/; 

http://www.onbeingablacklawyer.com/wordpress/the-power-100-

2013honoreesannounced.   

   

Member, SUNY Distinguished Academy [founded in 2012].   

   

2010 Who Is Who in Law, Buffalo Business First and Buffalo Law Journal.   

   

Trailblazer Award, Rochester Black Bar Association, October 9, 2009, Rochester, 

New York.   

   

SADOO Enterprises, Inc., African Schools Project, Distinguished Citizen Award, 

October 19, 2008, Buffalo, New York.   

   

Mayor, City of Buffalo, Executive Chamber Proclamation – October 19, 2008 

declared Dean Makau Mutua Day, October 19, 2008, Buffalo, New York.   

   

President’s Award, Minority Bar Association of Western New York, September 18, 

2008, Buffalo, New York.   

   

Mayor, City of Buffalo, Executive Chamber Proclamation – September 9, 2008 

declared Makau W. Mutua Day, September, 9, 2008, Buffalo, New York.   

   

Minority Bar Association of Western New York, Welcome Award, September 9,  

2008.   

    

The 2008 Distinguished Alumnus Award [For Outstanding Service to the 

University and the Community by a Non-Alumnus], University at Buffalo Law 

Alumni Association, May 1, 2008.   

   

Bashorun M. K. O. Abiola Lecture Award, African Studies Association, 50th 

Anniversary Annual Meeting, New York, New York, October 2007.   

    

2007 Faculty Award [Outstanding Teacher Award], SUNY Buffalo Law School, 

May 2007.   
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“The Ideology of Human Rights, 36 Va. J. Int’l L. 589 (1996), selected for inclusion 

in Special Issue: Forty Years of Scholarship: Excerpts From Articles in the Virginia 

Journal of International Law that Charted New Paths and Captured Historic 

Moments, 40 Va. J. Int’l L. 849, 949-951 (2000).   

   

Prominent Refugee, Gallery of Prominent Refugees, 50th of the United Nations  

High Commission for Refugees [named among 100 others as a Prominent  

Refugee], go to   

  www.unhcr-50.org/gallery/igallery.html   or   www.unhcr-  

50.org/gallery/mutua.html.   

   

Marshall, SUNY-Buffalo Law School Commencement, 2002, 2001.   

   

Elected by Students to be Faculty Commencement Speaker (“Why Law School?”), 

SUNY-Buffalo Law School Commencement, 1999.   

   

Thurgood Marshall Distinguished Faculty Award, SUNY Buffalo, February 1998.   

   

Jacob D. Hyman Award, SUNY Buffalo Law School, April 1998.   

   

Certificate of Special Recognition, Students of Color Recognition Dinner, SUNY at 

Buffalo School of Law, April 1999.   

   

Fellow, Boston Fellows Program, The Partnership, Inc., Boston, MA. 1994-95.   

   

PUBLICATIONS    

   

BOOKS    

 

The Palgrave Handbook on Democrcay, Governance, and Justice in Africa 

(Aderamola Adeola & Makau Mutua, eds., Cham: Switzerland, Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2022). 

   

Human Rights Standards: Hegemony, Law, and Politics, Albany, New York: 

SUNY Press (2016).   

   

Human Rights NGOs in East Africa: Political and Normative Tensions [editor], 

Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008 (hardcover); Kampala, 

Uganda: Fountain Publishers, 2009 (paperback).   (2009 nomination for the African 
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Studies Association’s Herskovits Award).  [Reviews:  32 Human Rights Quarterly 

216-223 (February 2010); Yusuf K. Serunkuma, AfricaBookClub.com (November 

27, 2010); “Between Rights and Riches,” Independent (Uganda), May 15, 2009); 

“Between Rights and Riches: Civil Rights Movements in Half Democracies,” 

Monitor, June 13, 2009].   

   

Kenya’s Quest for Democracy: Taming Leviathan, Boulder: Lynne Rienner  

Publishers, 2008 (hardcover); Kampala, Uganda: Fountain Publishers, 2009  

(Paperback).   (2009 nomination for the African Studies Association’s Herskovits   

Award).   [Reviews: 7 Perspectives on Politics 3: 679-681 (September 2009); 47   

Journal of Modern African Studies 3: 481-482 (2009); 124 Political Science 

Quarterly   

2: 382-383 (Summer 2009); “The Hard Road to Democracy,” Independent 

(Uganda), May 15, 2009; “The Struggle to Transform Kenya,” Sunday Nation, May 

17, 2009; “Kenya’s Hard Road to Democracy,” New Vision (Uganda), May 8, 2009; 

52 African   

Studies Review (2009); 15 South African Journal of International Affairs 1: 101-104, 

June 2008); The Midwest Book Review (www.midwestbookreview.com, June 2008; 

Library Journal, June 1, 2008; Amazon.com, June 8, 2008); Book News Inc. August 

2008; 14 Choice, October 2008; Foreign Affairs 163-164 (March/April  

2009)].   

   

Human Rights: A Political and Cultural Critique, Philadelphia: University of 

Pennsylvania Press, 2002 [cloth], 2008 [paperback]. [Reviews: Right Now:  Human  

 Rights  in  Australia,  April  16,  2014  at  

http://rightnow.org.au/writingcat/review/review-of-human-rights-a-

politicaland-cultural-critique-by-makaumutua/, accessed on April 16, 2014; 16 

Harvard Human Rights Journal 284-286 (2003); 17 Ethics & International Affairs 

176-178 (2003); Sunday Nation (January 11, 2004); Foreign Affairs 166-167 

(March/April 2003); AFLA Quarterly 27 (October/December 2002); 40 Choice 

(November 2002); 52 Buffalo Law Review 511 (2004); 5 Human Rights Review 99-

111 October/December 2003); 4.1 Human Rights Law Review 186-189 (2004); 

Amazon.com (July 2, 2006)].   

   

Zaire: Repression As Policy (with Peter Rosenblum), New York: Lawyers 

Committee for Human Rights, 1990.   

   

ARTICLES, BOOK CHAPTERS, REVIEWS   
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“The Fraud of John Locke: Subnational Challenges to Democratic Theory,” in 

Comparative Election Law (James A. Gardner, ed., Edgar Elgar Publishing, 

forthcoming 2023). 

 

“Illiberalism, Human Rights, and the Rule of Law: A Kenyan Paradox,” in The 

Palgrave Handbook of Kenya and its History (Wanjala Nasong’o, ed., Palgrave 

[forthcoming 2023]. 

 

“A problem of Utopia: Human Rights and Transitional Justice,” in The Oxford 

Handbook of Transitional Justice (Jens Meierhenrich & Alexander Lahan Hinton, 

eds., Oxford University Press [forthcoming 2023]. 

 

“Reparations for Slavery: A Productive Strategy?” in Time for Reparations: A 

Global Perspective (Jacqueline Bhabha, Margareta Matache, & Caroline Elkins, 

eds., University of Pennsylvania Press, 2021). 

 

”Die Rolle von Nichtregierungsorganisationen bei der Rechtserzeugung” [The 

Role of NGOs in the Creation of Norms], in Dekoloniale Rechtskritik und 

Rechtspraxis (Karina Theurer & Wofgagng Kaleck, eds) (Nomos 2020) 

  

  “The Richardson Escuela: Law as Politics,” 31 Temple Journal of International 

Law 247-255 (2017). 

 

“Africans and the ICC: Hypocrisy, Impunity, and Perversion,” in Africa and the 
ICC: Perceptions of Justice 47-60 (Kamari M. Clarke, Abel S. Knottnerus, & Eefje 
de Volder, eds., 2016). 
 
“Africa and the Rule of Law,” 23 Sur (Revista Internacional de Direitos Human 
[International Journal of Human Rights] 2016), see also “Africa and the Rule of 
Law: the Problematic Rebirth of Liberalism,” 5 Zanzibar Yearbook of Law 103-
120 (2015). 
 
“Is the Age of Human Rights Over?” in The Routledge Companion to Literature 
and Human Rights 450-458 (Sophia A. McClennen & Alexandra Schulthesis 
Moore, eds., 2016) 
 
“Closing the ‘Impunity Gap’ and the Role of State Support for the ICC,” in 

Contemporary Issues Facing the International Criminal Court 99-111 (Richard H. 

Steinberg, ed., 2016). 
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“Mazrui and Barkan: A Tribute,” Journal of Contemporary African Studies (2016).   

   

“What is the Future of Transitional Justice?” International Journal of Transitional 

Justice 1-9 (Special Issue 2015).   

   

“Why Kenya is a Nation in Embryo,” in 50 Years Since Independence: Where is 

Kenya? 238-245 (Susan Wakhungu-Githuku, ed. 2013, Nairobi: Footprints Press).  

“A Critique of Rights in Transitional Justice: the African Experience,” in 

Rethinking Transitions: Equality and Social Justice in Societies Emerging from 

Conflict 31-45 (Gaby Ore Aguilar and Felipe Gomez Isa, eds., 2011).   

   

“In Memoriam – Virginia Leary,” Proceedings of the 104th Annual Meeting 

[American Society of International Law], 2011.   

   

“Sexual Orientation and Human Rights: Putting Homophobia on Trial,” in African 

Sexualities 452-462 (Sylvia Tamale, ed., 2011).   
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Conference Panel], 48th Annual Meeting of the International Studies Association, 

Chicago, Illinois, March 1, 2007.   

   

“Human Rights: A Moral Expression of Democracy,” International Law 

Workshop, Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA. December 7, 2006.   

   

Keynote Address: “Beyond Juba: Does Uganda Need a National Truth and 

Reconciliation Process?,” Conference on Beyond Juba: Building Consensus on a  

Sustainable Peace Process for Uganda, Faculty of Law & HURIPEC, Makerere 

University, Kampala, Uganda, December 1, 2006 [read on my behalf by Nobert 

Mao].    

   

“Human Rights and Regulation: A Second Look,” Law & Society Association, 

Summer Institute, University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, July 

20, 2006.   

   

Faculty Member, Law & Society Association, Summer Institute, University of 

Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa, July 17-21, 2006.   

   

“Human Rights and Political Democracy: Tensions and Illusions,” NEH Summer 

Institute, Human Rights in Conflict: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Hunter College 

& The Graduate Center, CUNY, New York, July 10, 2006.   

   

“The Spread of the Liberal Constitution in Africa: The Illusion of Political 

Participation,” University of Michigan Law School, Winter 2006 International Law 

Workshop, Ann Arbor, Michigan, February 6, 2006.   
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“Legalizing Torture: a Comment,” 12th Annual Baldy Center Faculty Retreat, 

University at Buffalo, Saturn Club, December 14, 2005.   

   

“Producing a New Constitution: Popular Participation, Negotiation, and   

Constitution-Making in Kenya,” Conference on Constitution-Making in Africa 

Post1989, University of Wisconsin Law School, Madison, Wisconsin, October 16, 

2005.   

   

“Kenya: Politics, Viability, and Legitimacy,” The Bureau of Intelligence 

Research/US Department of State, Conference on Assessing the Strengths and 

Weaknesses of East African States: Implications for US Foreign Policy, System 

Planning Corporation, Arlington, VA., September 9, 2005.   

   

“Thinking Ahead: Can Amnesty International Rise to the Challenge of the 21st 

Century?” 27th International Council Meeting of Amnesty International, Morelos, 

Mexico, August 14, 2005.   

   

“Launch of the Mau Mau Fund,” Kenya Human Rights Commission, July 8, 2005 

[Stanley Hotel] Nairobi, Kenya.   

   

“The West and Africa: A History of Oppression,” Africa Day, Lincoln Memorial 

United Methodist Church, Buffalo, New York, June 19, 2005.   

   

“The Freedom Charter: Critical Reflections” [response to keynote address by Chief 

Justice Langa, Constitutional Court of South Africa], Symposium Commemorating 

the 50th Anniversary of the Freedom Charter, Harvard Law School [hosted by 

Charles Hamilton Houston Institute for Race and Justice, and Northeastern Law 

School, and South Africa Partners], June 16, 2005.   

   

“Human Rights: A Critique,” United Nations University for Peace, San Jose, Costa 

Rica, February 25, 2005.   

   

“Teaching Human Rights in Buffalo Schools,” Erie County Bar Association Human 

Rights Committee, Buffalo, N.Y., December 16, 2004.   

    

“Human Rights as Ideology and Metaphor,” Amnesty International, London, UK. 

November 23, 2004.   
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Lead Presenter, “Analysis and Evaluation of Law School Human Rights 

Programs,” Twentieth Anniversary Celebration, Human Rights Program, Harvard 

Law School, Cambridge, MA. October 17, 2004.   

   

Keynote Address: “Human Rights NGOs in East Africa: Defining the Challenges,” 

Mazingira Institute and Human Rights Center (SUNY-Buffalo Law School), 

Conference on Human Rights in East Africa: Emergent Themes, Challenges, and 

Tensions, Nairobi, Kenya, October 9-10, 2004.   

   

Conference Leader (organized with Mazingira Institute, Nairobi, Kenya, and 

Human Rights Center, SUNY-Buffalo Law School), Conference on Human Rights 

in East Africa: Emergent Themes, Challenges, and Tensions [supported by the 

Ford   

Foundation], Windsor Golf and Country Club, Nairobi, Kenya, October 9-10, 2004.   

   

Keynote Address: “The Role of Political Parties in a Transition: The Kenyan 

Experience,” Kituo Cha Katiba (Center for Constitutionalism), East African 

Regional Workshop on the Role of Political Parties in a Transition, Kampala, 

Uganda, May 14, 2004.   

   

“Human Rights as a Political Project,” Council on African Studies and Yale Law 

School, Yale University, New Haven, Connecticut, April 21, 2004.    

   

“Trade and Human Rights at the WTO,” KHRC National Symposium on 

Corporate Social Responsibility: Investing in the Era of Human Rights, Kenya 

School of Monetary Studies, Nairobi, Kenya, February 18, 2004.   

   

“Reforming the Kenyan State,” Alpha Kappa Boule, Amherst, New York, 

November 22, 2003.   

   

“Taming Leviathan: the Quest for Viable Kenyan State,” Faculty Workshop, SUNY 

Buffalo Law School, November 21, 2003.   

   

“A Third World Critique of Human Rights,” Central European University, 

Budapest, Hungary, April 24, 2003.   

   

“Eyes on the Prize: the Quest for a Human Rights State in Kenya,” Strategic 

Planning Workshop for the Ministry of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, Mount 

Kenya Safari Club, Nanyuki, Kenya, March 14, 2003.   
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“Reconstruction in Post-Conflict African States,” The 2003 Robert L. Bernstein 

Symposium on Global Interests and Local Needs: Striking a Balance in Post 

Conflict States, The Orville H. Schell Center International Human Rights, Yale Law 

School, February 27-28, 2003.   

   

“The North-South Chasm: Problems of Development and Human Rights,” Africa 

Legal Aid, United Nations University, Maastricht, The Netherlands, December 

2002.   

   

“The Complexity of Universality in Human Rights,” 10th Annual Conference on 

the ‘Individual v. the State,’ Central European University, Budapest, Hungary, 

June 14, 2002.   

   

“Sudan: An Independent Black Republic for the South,” University of California 

at Los Angeles, UCLA Globalization Research Center -- Africa, Global Challenge 

of the Tragedy of Sudan: a Public Education Forum, March 29, 2002.   

   

“Human Rights: A Cultural Project,” Belk Human Rights Lecture Series, 

University of North Carolina-Asheville, March 21, 2002.   

   

“How the Human Rights Corpus Understands the Meaning of the Freedom and 

Belief,” Harvard Law School, 15th Anniversary of the Harvard Human Rights 

Journal Conference on Religion, Democracy, and Human Rights, Cambridge, MA., 

February 16, 2002.   

   

“Terrorism and Human Rights: Power, Culture, and Subordination,” The 

International Council on Human Rights Policy, Geneva, Switzerland, January 10, 

2002.  [Also at the Kenya Human Rights Commission Tenth Anniversary 

Celebrations Symposium, Ufungamano House, Nairobi, Kenya, April 22, 2002].   

   

“Human Rights as a Metaphor,” Conference on The Politics and Political Uses of 

Human Rights Discourse, Institute of African Studies/Center for the Study of Law 

and Culture/Center for the Study of Human Rights/Human Rights Institute, 

Columbia University, New York, New York, November 8, 2001.   

   

“Human Rights: A Noble Cause Wrapped in Arrogance,” The International 

Council On Human Rights Policy, Geneva, Switzerland, October 25, 2001.   
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“Universal Jurisdiction: Questions of Blind Universality,” Experts Meeting on 

African Perspectives on Universal Jurisdiction for Crimes Against Humanity,  

Africa Legal Aid, Cairo, Egypt, July 30-31, 2001   

   

Panelist, “The Role of Human Rights in Foreign Policy,” John F. Kennedy Library, 

Columbia Point, Boston, May 29, 2001.   

   

“Freedom of Religion or Belief: Issues Related to Proselytism,” Non-Governmental 

Organizations Committee on Freedom of Religion or Belief, New York, NY, April 

26, 2001.   

   

“Anatomy of Conflict in the African Continent,” International Bar Association, 

Conference on Law in a Continent in Transition, East African Law Society/Law 

Society of Kenya, Nairobi, Kenya, March 25-28, 2001.   

   

“Savages, Victims, and Saviors: the Metaphors of Human Rights,” 2001 Valerie 

Gordon Human Rights Lecturer, Northeastern University School of Law, Boston, 

March 15, 2001.   

   

“Pedagogy: Teaching Human Rights,” Association of American Law Schools 

(AALS), Workshop on Human Rights: Teaching and Scholarship, New Issues, 

New Approaches, Alexandria, VA., October 26-28, 2000.   

   

“Summary Findings: Trade and Human Rights at the WTO,” Palais des Nations, 

Geneva, Switzerland, April 27, 2000.   

   

Lecture: “What is TWAIL?” 2000 Annual Meeting of the American Society of 

International Law, Washington DC. 2000.   

   

“U.S. Human Rights Policy and Implementation in Kenya,” U.S. Institute of Peace, 

Washington DC. March 8, 2000.    

   

“Legal and Institutional Reforms,” Experts Workshop on Governance and Conflict 

Prevention, United Nations Development Programme, New York, March 7, 2000.   

   

“Human Rights and Statehood in Africa,” Naval War College, Newport, Rhode 

Island, February 9, 2000.   
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“Trade and Human Rights at the WTO: the Unnecessary Conflict,” Iowa 

University College of Law, January 20, 2000.   

   

“Trading in Human Rights: the Human Rights Obligations of the World Trade 

Organization,” Workshop Organized by the International Centre for Human 

Rights and Democratic Development and Human Rights Watch, Third Ministerial 

Conference of the WTO, Seattle, December 1, 1999.   

   

“Human Rights as a Cultural Project,” Yale Law School, November 19, 1999.   

   

“The African Human Rights System: a Critical Evaluation,” Meeting on Human 

Development Report 2000: Human Rights in Human Development, United 

Nations Development Programme Human Development Office, New York, New 

York, November 4, 1999.   

   

Keynote Address: “Critical Race Theory and International Law: the View of an 

Insider-Outsider,” Conference on Critical Race Theory and International Law, 

Villanova Law School, October 16, 1999.   

   

“Breaking Barriers: Radical Constitutionalism in the Next African Century,   

Conference on Constitutionalism in Africa: New Opportunities, New Challenges,” 

Makerere University (Faculty of Law/Ford Foundation, Kampala, Uganda, 

October 5-8, 1999.   

   

Panelist, Plenary Session, “A Half Century of International Human Rights: What 

Has Changed?” Human Rights Program Fifteenth Anniversary Celebration, 

Harvard Law School, September 18, 1999.    

   

Discussant, Roundtable on Role of the University in the Human Rights Movement, 

Human Rights Program, Harvard Law School, September 16-17, 1999.   

   

“The African Commission and Economic, Social and Cultural Rights: Challenges 

in the New Millennium,” Social and Economic Rights Action Center (SERAC), 

Lagos, Nigeria, September 3, 1999.     

   

“Kenya and the Green Belt Movement,” Blackside, Inc., Boston, MA. June 5, 1999.   

   

“Why Law School,” Faculty Commencement Speaker, SUNY at Buffalo School of 

Law, Center for the Arts, May 15, 1999.   
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“Dedication to A. Leon Higginbotham,” Students of Color Recognition Dinner, 

SUNY at Buffalo School of Law, April 1999.   

   

“Fifty Years After the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Whither From  

Here,” The Harvard-Radcliffe Club of Western New York, Buffalo, N.Y., April 

1999.   

   

“INGOs As Political Actors, American Society of International Law Meeting,” 

Washington DC, March 1999.   

   

“Savages, Victims, and Saviors: the Metaphor of Human Rights,” Harvard Law 

School Faculty Workshop, March 1999.   

   

“Human Rights and Universality,” University of Iowa, February 1999.   

   

“Fifty Years After the Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Is the Glass Half 

Empty?” The American Jewish Committee of Western New York, Buffalo, NY., 

December 1998.   

   

“The Crisis of Human Rights: A Response to Louis Henkin,” JFK School of 

Government, Harvard University, November 1998.   

“The Character of INGOs and the Future of the Human Rights Movement,” SUNY 

at Buffalo School of Law, October 1998.   

   

“The Soul of Africa: A Critique of the Right to Religious Advocacy,” The Oslo 

Conference on the Freedom of Religion or Belief, Oslo, Norway, August 1998.   

   

“Politics and Human Rights: An Essential Symbiosis,” The International Law 

Association, Oxford University, United Kingdom, April 1998.   

   

“Human Rights, the Environment, and Community,” UB Environmental and  

Society Institute, April 1998.   

   

“From Nuremberg to Rwanda: Justice or Retribution,” Makerere University, 

Kampala, Uganda, December 1997.   
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“Human Rights and the 1997 Elections,” Organized by the Kenya Human Rights 

Commission, Nairobi, Kenya, December 1997.   

   

“Ideas and Thoughts on the Future Direction and Work of the Kenya Human 

Rights Commission,” Organized by the Kenya Human Rights Commission, 

Nairobi, Kenya, December 1997.   

   

“The Legitimacy of Human Rights NGOs in Africa,” University of Maastricht, 

Maastricht, the Netherlands, November 1997.   

   

“Returning to My Roots: African Religions and the State,” CODESRIA and Emory 

University School of Law, Dakar, Senegal, May 1997.   

   

“Findings of the United Nations Human Rights Mission to Tanzania,” United 

Nations Development Programme, Dar-es-salaam, Tanzania, May 1997.   

   

“Poverty and Human Rights: The Biases of Rights Discourse,” University of Sao 

Paolo, Sao Paolo, Brazil, November 1996.   

   

Co-Chair, “Into the Future,” Plenary Session of the 2nd International Conference on 

Health & Human Rights, Organized by the Francois-Xavier Bagnoud Center for 

Health and Human Rights, Harvard School of Public Health, Harvard University, 

Cambridge, MA., October 1996.   

“Can South Africa be Transformed through the Rights Idiom,” SUNY at Buffalo 

School of Law, October 1996.   

   

“The Ideology of Human Rights,” SUNY at Buffalo School of Law, January 1996.   

   

“Ethnicity, Self-determination, and Human Rights,” Organized by the Campaign 

for Harvard Law School, Cambridge, MA. June 1995.    

   

“Conflicting Conceptions of Human Rights: Rethinking the African Post-Colonial 

State,” American Society of International Law Annual Meeting, New York, April 

1995.   

   

“Limitations on Religious Rights: Problematizing Religious Freedom in the African 

Context,” Emory Law School, October 1994.   
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“The Interaction Between Human Rights, Democracy, and Governance and 

Displacement of Populations,” Joint Organization of African Unity (OAU) and 

United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) Addis Ababa 

Symposium on Refugees and Displaced Persons in Africa, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, 

September 1994.   

   

Consultant and Speaker, Workshop on Human Rights and Democratic 

Development, The International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic 

Development (Montreal, Canada), Nairobi, Kenya, September 1993.    

   

“Building Human Rights Institutions in Emerging Democracies in Africa,” 

International Symposium on Understanding Human Rights in the Context of 

Japan’s Growing Internationalism, Waseda University (Tokyo, Japan), June 1993.   

   

“Human Rights in Africa,” The Borah Symposium, University of Idaho, Moscow, 

Idaho, March 1993.   

   

“The African Human Rights System in a Comparative Perspective: the Need for 

Urgent Reformulation,” The Third Afro-Americo-European Conference on 

Regional Systems of Human Rights Protection in Africa, the Americas, and 

Europe, Strasbourg, France, June 1992.   

   

“Lawyers and Social Change in Kenya,” Law & Society Association Annual 

Meeting, Philadelphia, PA., June 1992.   

“The Global Democratic Revolution,” Harvard Law School, June 1991.   

   

“The Relationship between the African Commission on Human and Peoples’ 

Rights and African NGOs,” The Fund for Peace/The Friedrich Naumann 

Foundation, New York, June 1991.   

   

“The Media and Legal and Constitutional Issues,” The Nieman Foundation and 

the African American Institute, Harvard University, May 1991.   

   

Chair and Speaker, “Human Rights in Africa--Present and Future,” Roundtable at 

the African Studies Association Annual Conference, Baltimore, November 1990.   

   

“Recent Human Rights Developments in Zaire,” Center for the Study of Human 

Rights, Columbia University, September 1990.   
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“Human Rights and Judiciaries in Africa,” Cornell University, November 1989.   

   

Participant, The Inter-Africa Workshop on Justice, Peace, and Human Rights, 

Organized by the Catholic Commission for Justice and Peace, Harare, Zimbabwe, 

May 1989.   

   

UNIVERSITY SERVICE   

      

   University at Buffalo, State University of New York   

   

Presidential Advisory Group, 2021. 

 

Scholarship, Tenure, and Recognition Subcommittee, 2021 

 

SUNY Honorary Degree Committee, 2021. 

 

Distinguished Ranks Selection Committee, 2021-24. 

 

Search Committee for University at Buffalo Provost 2011-12.   

   

Advisory Committee to the Vice President for Development and Alumni 

Relations Member 2011.   

   

Search Committee for Vice President for Development and Alumni   

Relations Member  

2011.   

   

Advisory Panel for the Selection of Interim Provost Member March-

April 2011.   

   

SUNY Honorary Degree Committee Member  

2010-11.   

         

Distinguished Series/Chancellor’s Awards Selection Committee   

      Member 2007-2009   

   

Research Advisory Council    

      Member 2006-2008   
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      Tripartite Panel, SUNY Discrimination Complaint Procedure   

      Member 2007-08   

   

      Member, Law School Dean Search Committee 2007   

   

      Member, Graduate School Graduate Faculty since 2005   

   

     Member, Search Committee, Vice President for Research 2004-2005   

   

     Member, Law School Dean Search Committee 1998   

   

Baldy Center for Law & Social Policy    

 

Program on International and Comparative Legal Studies (PICLS) 

Director 1998-2004   

Coordinated, formulated, and directed research and other initiatives 

by faculty and students.     

   

Program on Human Rights Law & Policy Director 1996-1998 

Coordinated, formulated, and directed research and other initiatives 

by faculty and students.   

 

Graduate Group on Human Rights Law & Policy    

Director 1996-2001   

Directed research, discussion, and advocacy on human rights issues 

by students.   

   

   Law School, University at Buffalo   

   

      Chair, Planning Committee 2007   

   Law School Retreat on Mission and Vision   

   

Faculty Appointments Committee      2006-2008; 

1999-2000.   

   

      Special Needs Committee 2004-2005   

   

ABA Accreditation Self-Study Committee 2000   



   104   

   

Admissions Committee 1996-2000   

   

Faculty Development Committee 1997-98   

   

Buffalo Human Rights Law Review    

Founder and Advisor since 1997   

   

Universities   

      

GEORGIA STATE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LAW Atlanta   

     Reviewer, Five-year Review of Dean Kaminshine, March 2012   

   

EMORY UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF LAW Atlanta   

      Member, Five-year External Review, April 2011   

      

UNITED NATIONS UNIVERSITY FOR PEACE Costa Rica   

      Member, Advisory Board, Human Rights Centre, 2006-07   

   

   UNIVERSITY OF ULSTER, NORTHERN IRELAND (UK)   

      Transitional Justice Institute   

      Mentor August-December 2006     

   

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE   

   

Academic and Professional Societies   

         

Counsellor, American Society of International Law, 2017-2020 

 

Member, Blacks of the American Society of International Law Task Force (BASIL), 

2014 – Present.   

   

Member, Host Committee, American Society of International Law, 2013 Mid-Year 

Meeting, NYU Law School, New York, October 31-November 2, 2013.   

 

Member, Nominating Committee, American Society of International Law, 2013-

2014.   
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Judge, Iran Tribunal [a private initiative to hear charges of atrocities in Iran from 

1981-1988], The Hague, Netherlands, October 25-27, 2012.   

   

Vice President, American Society of International Law, 2011-13.   

   

Member, Sigma Pi Phi (Alpha Kappa) [Boule], since 2010.   

   

Member, Council on Foreign Relations, New York, since 2010.   

   

Member, Asylum Guide Advisory Committee, Federal Judicial Center & the 

American Society of International Law (Author: Bernadette Cisse), Washington 

D.C., 2009-2010.   

   

Member, Honorary Advisory Committee for the National Pro Bono Celebration,   

ABA Standing Committee on Pro Bono and Public Service, October 25-31, 2009.   

   

   Executive Council Member, American Society of International Law, 2007-2010   

      

   Executive Committee, American Society of International Law, 2007-2010   

   

Co-Chair, 2000 Annual Meeting of the American Society of International Law 

(ASIL).   Responsible for conceptualizing and organizing the entire Annual 

Meeting.   

   

Member, 1999 American Society of International Law (ASIL) Annual Meeting 

Program Organizing Committee.  Conceptualized and organized all human rights 

panels.   

   

Member: American Society of International Law   

     American Bar Association   

     African Studies Association   

     African Association of Political Science   

 

Journal Editorial Boards and Manuscript Reviews   

   

Member, Editorial Board, Journal of African Law, SOAS, University of London, 

since 2013.   
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Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Law, Society, and Development, University 

of South Africa, since 2013.   

   

Member, International Advisory Board, African Nazarene University Law 

Journal, Nairobi, Kenya, since 2012.   

   

Member, Editorial Review Board, Human Rights Quarterly.   

   

Member, Advisory Board, African Journal of Legal Studies, since 2011.   

   

Member, Editorial Board, Studies in Intercultural Human Rights, Martinus 

Nijhoff, since 2008.   

   

Advisory and Consultative Editor, Leiden Journal of International Law, since 

2000   

   

Book Manuscript Peer Reviewer, Comparative Foreign Policy and International 

Human Rights (David P. Forsythe, ed., United Nations University Press, 1999).   

   

Member, Editorial Board, International Journal of African Studies, since 1997.   

   

Guest Editor, 18 Law & Policy (1996) [special issue on the Right to Development].   

   

Member, International Advisory Board, East African Journal of Peace & Human 

Rights, since 1993.   

   

   

   United States (NY) Official Service   

      

Member, Merit Selection Committee for Magistrate Judge Jeremiah J McCarthy, 

United States District Court, Western District of New York, July-August 2014.   

   

Commissioner & Deputy Attorney General, The Moreland Commission to   

Investigate Public Corruption [Appointed by Governor Andrew Cuomo (D-NY), 

July 2013-April 2014]   

   

Member, Committee on New Pro Bono Requirement for Bar Admission 

[Appointed by NY Court of Appeals Chief Judge Jonathan Lippman], 2012.   
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Member, Board of Directors, Erie Canal Harbor Development Corporation, 2012-

Present.   

   

Member, New York State Judicial Screening Committee, Fourth Department, 2011-

2019.   

   

Member, Transition Team, Attorney General Elect Eric Scheiderman, New York 

State, November – January 2010.   

   

Member, Merit Selection Committee for Magistrate Hugh B. Scott, United States 

District Court, Western District of New York, October-November 2010.   

     

Kenya Government Human Rights and Constitutional Service   

   

Chairman, Government of Kenya Task Force on the Establishment of a Truth, 

Justice, and Reconciliation Commission, Nairobi, Kenya, April-October 2003.   

   

Chair, Public Launch and Presentation of the Report of the Task Force on the 

Establishment of a Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation Commission, Nairobi, 

Kenya, October 15, 2003.   

   

Delegate, National Constitutional Conference, Nairobi, Kenya, since April 2003.   

   

Chair, Tenth Anniversary Celebrations, Kenya Human Rights Commission, 

Nairobi, Kenya, April 22-26, 2002.   

   

   Board Memberships, Expert Bodies, and Award Committees   

   

Vice Chair [Member, Standing Committee], International Development Law 

Organization, Rome, Italy, since 2016.   

   

Member, Global Network of Experts, Ergo (risk assessment company), see 

http://www.ergo.net/), New York, New York, since 2015.   

   

Board Member, International Development Law Organization (IDLO), Rome,  

Italy, since December 2012   

   

Board Member (Treasurer), Akiba Uhaki International, since 2009.   
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Member, Integrated Strategic Plan Committee, Amnesty International, London, 

2007-2008.     

   

Judge, RFK Human Rights Award, Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Center for 

Human Rights, Washington, DC. 2007-2012.   

   

Member, African Politics Conference Group Best Book Committee, African 

Studies Association, 2006-07.   

   

Board Member, Coalition for Multiparty Democracy, Kenya, 2004.   

   

Chair (US), Board of Directors, Twana Twitu (AIDS orphan charity), Nairobi & 

New York, 2006-2008.   

   

Member, Expert Working Group, Legal Education Reform, Central European and 

Eurasian Initiative, American Bar Association, 2006.   

   

Board Member, Global Rights, Washington D.C., since 2004–2009.   

   

Member, Search Committee (for Executive Director), Global Rights, 2005-2006.   

   

Expert Panel Member (Human Rights), Fast Company, Fast Company/Monitor 

Group Social Capitalist Awards, 2004, 2005.   

   

Participant, Brainstorming Meeting, Amnesty International Annual Report, 

London, UK. November 22, 2004.   

   

Member, Working Group on Constitution-Making, Peace-Building, and National 

Reconciliation, Rule of Law Program, United States Peace Institute [Co-sponsored 

by the United Nations Development Program], 2001-2002.   

   

Nominator, Macarthur Fellows Program, The John D. and Catherine T. Macarthur 

Foundation, 2000.   

   

Member, Board of Directors, South Africa Partners, Inc., 1999-2005.   

   

Member, John Humphrey Freedom Award Jury, International Centre for Human 

Rights and Democratic Development, Montreal, Canada, 1998.   
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Member, Roster of Electoral Experts, Electoral Assistance Division, United 

Nations, since 1998.   

   

Member, Board of Advisors, International Legal Assistance Network, New York, 

New York, since 1998-2000.   

   

Member, Advisory Board, Rights and Wrongs Educational Media Project,  

Globalvision, Inc., 1997-2000.   

   

Member, Board of Directors, International Third World Legal Studies Association, 

1996-97.   

   

Member, International Advisory Committee, Robert F. Kennedy Memorial 

Human Rights Award, 1994-2007.   

   

Member, formerly the Chairman, African Studies Association Human Rights 

Committee, since 1993-1996.   

   

Advisor, Carter-Menil Human Rights Prize, The Carter Center of Emory  

University, 1992.   

   

Advisor, Reebok Human Rights Award, Stoughton, MA, 1992   

   

Chair, Kenya Human Rights Commission, since 1992   

   

Member, Task Force, African Commission on Human and Peoples= Rights, 

19911996.   

   

HUMAN RIGHTS MISSIONS AND CONSULTANCIES   

   

Member, World Bank mission to Kenya, Judicial Performance Improvement 

Project (JPIP), Nairobi, Kenya, May 9-19, 2016.  

  

Consultant, Workshop on Kenya [Focus on Post-election Violence], International 

Criminal Court, The Hague, March, 2010; February, 2011.   

   

Consultant, Project on Restorative Systems of Justice and International 

Humanitarian Law, Afrika Centre (Mbale, Uganda), July-August 2008.   
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Legal and Political Advisor, Mr. John Githongo, former Permanent Secretary in 

charge of Ethics and Governance in the Office of the President (Kenya’s 

anticorruption czar], Republic of Kenya, 2005-2007.   

   

Constitutional Consultant, United Nations Iraq Constitution Support Group, 

United Nations Development Programme, New York, January-February 2005.   

   

Consultant, Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, 2004 Kenya Annual 

State of Human Rights Report, Nairobi, 2003-2005.   

   

Lead Researcher, The Future of International Human Rights Standard-Setting, 

International Council on Human Rights Policy, Geneva, Switzerland, September 

2002-August 2004.   

   

Lecturer, KHRC Workshop for the Kenya National Commission on Human Rights, 

Nairobi, October 13-14, 2003.   

   

Consultant, The World Bank, Retrospective on World Bank Legal and Judicial 

Reform Projects in Africa, February-June, 2003.   

   

Lecturer, 2002 African Human Rights Camp, Human Rights Institute of South 

Africa (HURISA), Cairo, Egypt, November 2002.   

   

External Expert, T & B Consult, Capacity Assessment of the Danish Centre for 

Human Rights, Copenhagen, Denmark, October 2001-February 2002.   

   

External Facilitator, Strategic Review, Africa Legal Aid (AFLA), July-August 2001 

[visited AFLA offices in Accra, Ghana, and Maastricht, The Netherlands, and 

presented Report of Strategic Review to the Annual Meeting of Governing Council 

of Africa Legal Aid in Cairo, Egypt on August 1, 2001.   

   

Independent Human Rights Expert, Needs Assessment Mission to Nigeria, UN 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights, February-March 2001.   

   

International Human Rights Expert, UNESCO/UNDP/UNDESA Project on the 

Promotion of Good Governance in Liberia (Consultant on Human Rights and 

Democracy Training), November 2000 [Monrovia and Gbarnga, Liberia].   

   



   111   

Human Rights Expert, Mission to Geneva, Switzerland, International Centre for 

Human Rights and Democratic Development, April 2000 [met with WTO, UN 

agencies, NGOs, and diplomats to discuss trade and human rights]   

   

Consultant, United Nations Development Program, Human Development Report 

2000: Human Rights in Human Development, September-November, 1999.   

   

Consultant Hopes on the Horizon, Blackside, Inc., Boston, MA. June 1999.   

   

Human Rights Expert, Mission to Kenya, The Kenya Human Rights Commission 

(Nairobi, Kenya), December 1997.    

   

Member, Mission to Tanzania, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights/UNDP (Geneva and New York), April/May 1997.   

   

Member, Mission to South Africa, UN Office of the High Commissioner for 

Human Rights (Geneva), May 1996.   

   

Member, Mission to Guatemala, Human Rights Watch/Americas (Washington 

DC), November 1994.   

   

Member, Mission to Tanzania, UN Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
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