
 

To: LAWR I Section 5 

From: Professor Carina H. Schoenberger 

Date: July 31, 2025 

Re: LAWR I pre-class checklist 

 

Welcome to UB Law and your first semester of Legal Analysis, Writing & Research (“LAWR”)!  

 

LAWR begins before your other courses. Our first class will be at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesday, August 19, 

2025, in Room 214 of O’Brian Hall. 

 

Before then, please complete the following five items, which are described in more detail below: 

 

☐ Get the required books. 

 

☐ Enroll in the required online program for grammar practice.  

 

☐ Take the Core Grammar for Lawyers pre-test. 

 

☐ Send me an introductory email.  

 

☐ Download and read the syllabus.  

 

 

☐ Get the required books. 

 

 This fall, our section of LAWR will use: 

 

• Christine Coughlin et al., A Lawyer Writes (4th ed. 2024)  

ISBN 978-1-5310-2069-9 

 

• Richard Wydick, Plain English for Lawyers (7th ed. 2024)  

ISBN 978-1-5310-2349-2 

 

• The Bluebook: A Uniform System of Citation (22nd ed. 2025)  

ISBN 979-8-218-57457-4 

 

Print copies or e-books can be purchased directly from the publishers (caplaw.com and 

legalbluebook.com). Print copies can also be purchased from the UB bookstore or online retailers. 

Please be sure to get the right editions. The UB Law library keeps several print copies of each book 

on reserve and will provide free access to the e-book versions of A Lawyer Writes and Plain English 
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for Lawyers. The online version of The Bluebook is available with a subscription. You will use The 

Bluebook throughout law school, and I highly recommend having a print copy. 

 

 

☐ Enroll in the required online program for grammar practice.  

 

Assignments this semester will include lessons in the online program Core Grammar for Lawyers. 

Please follow the instructions below to purchase access to the program and create an account 

associated with our class.  

 

• Go to https://coregrammar.com/getcgl. 

• Complete the form, selecting “New York” for your institution state and “University at Buffalo 

School of Law” for your institution. 

• On the payment page, use BUFF2025 as the Access Code to receive a discounted price of $32. 

• Enter your credit card information, verify the purchase, and create your account. 

• When creating your account, it is very important to include our class code: 325-162-6146 

 

 

☐ Take the Core Grammar for Lawyers pre-test. 

 

After you create your Core Grammar for Lawyers account, please log in and take the required 

pre-test which contains 96 multiple choice questions. The results of the pre-test will determine 

how many additional lessons you will need to complete as part of LAWR I. You will have until 5:00 

p.m. on Friday, August 22, to complete the pre-test, but it is a class requirement that you can 

satisfy even before the rush of orientation. No advance preparation is necessary. If you wish, you 

may also begin to take the required lessons, which will all be due by mid-September. 

 

 

☐ Send me an introductory email.  

 

After you have read this letter, and before Friday, August 15, please send an introductory email 

to me at carinasc@buffalo.edu. The email should be no more than 500 words and should identify 

where you completed your undergraduate studies, your main occupation(s) prior to law school, and 

your motivation for pursuing a law degree. Please feel free to include anything else you think 

would be useful for me to know. In our class, as a reminder of our mutual respect and to get 

comfortable with a level of formality found in some legal contexts, we will address each other using 

an honorific and surname. Accordingly, please include the appropriate honorific for yourself (e.g., 

Mr., Ms., Mx., Dr.) and any information that will help me and your classmates address you 

accurately. I will use Prof. Schoenberger and she/her pronouns.  

 

https://coregrammar.com/getcgl
mailto:carinasc@buffalo.edu
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☐ Download and read the syllabus.  

 

I will post our fall syllabus in the content section of our class page on UB Learns, powered by 

Brightspace, on Friday, August 15. You can find information about accessing UB Learns and our 

class page here: https://www.buffalo.edu/lms/guides-students/brightspacebasics.html. Please 

download and read the syllabus and be prepared to discuss it during our first class. 

 

 

I look forward to working with you this semester.  
 
 

 

https://www.buffalo.edu/lms/guides-students/brightspacebasics.html

