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Our Advocacy Institute relies on the support of
alumni and friends for its existence and growth.

But the pace and scope of sustaining and advancing
the Institute requires securing additional resources.

Our goal of $2.5 million to establish a
permanent endowment would bring a level
of funding certainty to the Institute’s vital
work, and help us on our path to being
recognized as a premier, state-of-the-art,
nationally-ranked advocacy center.

To make a gift to the Institute, contact:

Karen Kaczmarski ‘89
Vice Dean for Advancement
716.645.2109 | krkacz@buffalo.edu

Anthony O’Rourke, Director
Joseph W. Belluck and Laura L. Aswad
Professor of Civil Justice
aorourke@buffalo.edu
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Our Institute and Our Mission

Launched in 2014, the Advocacy Institute is dedicated to helping students cultivate the skills,
discipline, and ethics necessary to become creative and principled advocates for their future
clients. The Institute serves as host to the law school’s Innocence and Justice Project as well as

its programs in Trial Advocacy, Appellate Advocacy, and Alternative Dispute Resolution.

These programs provide students with training from leading judges, trial attorneys, and faculty,
with the goal of helping our students become superior advocates; enabling our students to excel
and pass the bar; and serving as a pathway for employment in the careers of their choice. We
also offer a Certificate of Concentration in Advocacy that is nationally unique in exposing students
to a diverse set of experiences essential to the development of skilled litigators.

Trial Advocacy

The fundamentals of Trial Advocacy are learned in the law school’s Trial
Technique course, in which students spend a semester preparing and trying
simulated cases under the tutelage of experienced trial lawyers. The law
school also sponsors multiple student teams, coached by dedicated faculty
and volunteer trial lawyers, in competitions throughout the United States.

Appellate Advocacy

Students begin appellate training in their first year when, after extensive
preparation, they make an appellate argument before a panel of judges.
Students may advance to upper level Appellate Advocacy courses and compete
in the Desmond Moot Court Competition as well as prestigious national and
international competitions coached by highly skilled practitioners.

Alternative Dispute Resolution

After taking a course on Mediation Theory and Practice, students may
participate in a Mediation Clinic. Students progress from simulations and
recorded role-playing exercises to serving as volunteer mediators for small-
claims cases in local town courts. Teams participate in a rigorous in-house
competition and compete in ADR competitions nationally and abroad.
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Innocence and Justice Project

Our Innocence and Justice Project (IJP) channels the energy of students and
faculty toward litigation, research, and advocacy that address
over-incarceration, racial disparities in access to justice and the criminal legal
system, and wrongful incarceration. Central fo our mission is the idea that
justice means that people, including those who commit violent crimes, ought not
to be condemned to life in prison. Partnering with the law school’s Criminal
Justice Advocacy Clinic, IJP has been representing clients in applications for
resentencing under New York’s recently enacted Domestic Violence Survivors
Justice Act, and in parole hearings as part of a strategic initiative to transform
New York state parole.

Our National
Board of Advisors

Chair, Terrence M. Connors '71
Partner, Connors, LLP

Christine P. Bartholomew
Vice Dean for Academic Affairs;
Professor, School of Law

Michael A. Battle ‘81
Partner, Barnes & Thornburg LLP

Jennifer A. Beckage '07
Partner, Beckage PLLC

Mathew Biondolillo '24
Student Representative

o S Donald P. Chiari ‘83
ur successes o- Partner, Brown Chiari LLP
 / Robert A. Clifford
Founder/Senior Partner,
Clifford Law Offices, PC

Trial Advocacy (2022/2023)

Best Advocate - Stetson National Pretrial Competition

Best Memorandum of Law - Stetson Pretrial Competition

Best Direct Examination - Syracuse National Trial Competition
Best Closing Argument - Queens DA Mock Trial Competition

John J. Fromen, Jr. '87
Attorneys at Law, P.C.

Neil Goldberg ‘73

Host to the popular Buffalo Niagara Trial Competition Partner, Goldberg Segalla

28 schools from across the country competed in 2022 E. Stewart Jones

Partner, E. Stewart Jones

Appellate Advocacy (2022/2023) Hacker Murphy

Advanced to Semi Finals - ABA National Appellate Advocacy Competition etstey WIS TE:Y

Host to the Wechsler National Criminal Moot Court Competition, [RSEARSIILAS

the largest national criminal law moot court competition Michael D. Mann '06

Partner, Sidley Austin LLP
Alternative Dispute Resolution/Mediation (2022/2023)
Marianne Mariano ‘94

Federal Public Defender for the
Western District of New York

Placed 2nd - NYS Bar Association Mediation Tournament

Our 2023 NYS Bar Association Mediation Team and Judges Hon. Erin M. Peradotto ‘84
Justice, NYS Supreme Court,

! | ‘Appellate Division, Fourth Dept.

L. Prof. Barry Scheck
Co-Director, Innocence Project,
Cardozo Law School

Clarence J. Sundram '72
Monitor/Special Master United States
District Court

Dennis Vacco ‘78
‘ Partner, Lippes Mathias Wexler
{ Friedman, LLP

Christopher M. Viapiano
(Emeritus member)
Partner, Sullivan Cromwell LLP

Hon. Richard Wesley
Judge, US Court of Appeals, 2nd Circuit



